Class: Level 4
                                                                                                                         Teacher:  Laura Brooks

Lesson: Comma usage / Civics (U.S. Geography)                
          Date:  1/31/14 (for February)
	Skill Objective #1 (Students will be able to…)
Write with more accurate usage of commas

	Frameworks: 
W1.5a (Explain ideas, opinions, problems, or plans in some detail)

	Content Objective #1 (Students will know that…)
Commas are used in a series of 3 or more, before a conjunction when connecting two independent clauses, and after a dependent clause that comes before the independent clause. 

	Activities
1a. ask students where we use commas

  b. review what a clause, dependent clause, and independent are
  c. have the students read what is written in the Level 4 Reference Book about comma usage
  d. give students an exercise with sentences missing commas
  e. go over the exercise together; for each comma they use, ask them to say which rule applies
  f. have students write 5 sentences, one for each rule in the Reference Book
  g. I circle and check on students sentences
  h. Students talk about their plans for the weekend in groups of 3

  i. Students write about their plans for the weekend with special attention to comma usage

	Materials
Level 4 Reference Book

Comma exercise

	Assessment #1

Check student sentences and weekend plan writing
Can students tell me why they are using a comma

	Wrap Up Reflection

Ask individual students to tell me one situation where a comma is used


	Skill Objective #2 (Students will be able to…)
Have a better understanding of U.S. Geography and be able to locate states based on directions (north, south, east, and west)

	Frameworks: 

?

	Content Objective #1 (Students will know that…)
New England consists of 6 states and be able to name the 6 states, that a capital city is where the government is located, as well as other related information

	Activities

1a. See what students already know: how many states in the U.S., what’s the biggest state, what’s a capital, etc.
 b. hand out map of the U.S.
c. ask students questions that they can answer by looking at the map (including What state is north of Californina?, What is the longest river?, What is the capital of Vermont? etc.)
d. Go over the pronunciation of some of the states that are difficult to pronounce (ex: Arkansas, Ohio, Iowa)

e. in pairs, students ask each other questions involving directions and capitals (Ex: What state is north of Connecticut? And What is the capital of Maine?)
f. Hand out questions that students will write answers to by looking at the map
g. Go over the answers together
h. Students write a complete sentence about the states of New England and use correct punctuation (commas)

i. Read a handout about Massachusetts

	Materials
U.S. map
Questions about the map

Handout about Massachusetts

	Assessment #1

Ask individual students to locate a state by looking at the map (Ex: What is west of New Hampshire?)

	Wrap Up Reflection

Ask individual students what they know now that they didn’t know before about the U.S.


