Class: Level D
                                                                                                               Teacher:  Laura Brooks
Lesson: Civics (Somervillle)

                                                Date:  1/31/14 (for February)
	Skill Objective #1 (Students will be able to…)
Communicate knowledge about the city of Somerville


	Frameworks: 
 ?
 

	Content Objective #1 (Students will know that…)
Somerville’s population is ?, Somerville’s boss is a mayor, the legislative group are called aldermen, etc.


	Activities

1a. Ask students what they know about Somerville specifically (government, mayor, population), generally (what kind of city it is compared to other cities), or what they like and don’t like about it.
b. Students go to the computer room with a handout asking questions about Somerville that they will find on the computer from various websites including Somerville’s and US census website, if they have time they can research their own city (if not Somerville) or another city (if they live in Somerville).
c. As a class (back in the classroom), go over the answers to the questions, what surprised/interested you?
d. Using a dictionary, students look up words from an article that will be read: gentrification, rival, robust, divest, brunch; For each word, they find the part of speech, definition, number of syllables, and syllable stress

e. I read aloud an article (which they are not looking at) about Somerville that was in The Boston Globe on 1/18/14
f. Students write anything that they understood from my reading and hand in what they wrote
g. Handout copies of the article. I read aloud and they follow along
h. Discuss vocabulary, meaning, their thoughts and reactions, what is a column? What is an article?

i. I hand out a cloze exercise with above vocabulary words and others that were discussed during the reading, then go over answers
j. If you were to meet the mayor of Somerville, what questions might you ask him about Somerville and his job (thinking about what they learned from their computer activity as well as from reading the Globe article). Students write 5 questions.

k. In a group of 3, discuss what you like and don’t like about your city. How is it different from where you lived in your native country? What would an ideal city look like?

l. as a class, discuss what came out of their small group discussions

	Materials

Computer room activity sheet
The Boston Globe article

Vocabulary cloze 



	Assessment #1

Ask individual students questions related to what they looked up on the computer to see what they remember


	Wrap Up Reflection

Ask the students, tell me something you know about Somerville that you didn’t know before


