	Anne Perämäki Ell 1, October 2014

Skill Objective (Students will be able to…)

Form the present continuous verb tense and use it in appropriate context: special focus on the difference between the present and the p.c. tenses.

	Frameworks: S1.2c, S2.2c, S2.2b,  L2.2a, R1.2a,  L2.2f, L3.2e, S3.2a, 

S3.2d, S2.2d



	Content Objective. Students will know how to form affirmatives, negatives and questions with the present continuous. They will review the time expressions they know as well as learn new ones. 
Ss. will be able to tell when to use the simple present and when to use the p.c. 

	Activities

1. A short review of the simple present tense. Ss. are shown a poster of what John does every weekday. They take turns telling what he does in each panel. They will be reminded of the fact that simple present is used with schedules, every day, every morning, twice a week, always, never etc. 
2. Ss. ask their neighbor what they do every Sunday and how often they do their laundry, or any other household chores, they decide. 
3.  I’ve written “the present continuous tense” on the bb before the class. I tell them it’s what we are going to learn. I ask them if anyone knows how to form it. If not, show and tell. I write “I am writing on the bb” and ask them if they can figure out what to say for you, she etc. I give them the question “What are you doing?” I act out some things like eating, drinking, talking on the phone etc. and ask what I’m doing. 
4. We try to figure out how to ask what he, she, they, are doing. 

When we are ready, I ask them to pick up random activity cards. Drive, ride a bike, read, etc. and mime the activity. They have to come up front to do it. The rest of the class is divided into two groups, one asks the question, what is he or she doing, and the other group answers. 

5. Ss in pairs, each pair gets a picture of one or more people doing things in different settings. They have to come up with a good sentence, such as “They are drinking Dunkin Donuts coffee in a park,” both written and spoken. I check if anyone needs help. 
6. We then move to yes/no questions. I ask them to turn their statement into a question. I write a model on the bb. Every pair should be able to do this without much preparation.7. The pairs exchange cards but they still ask the same question. We try to figure out how to answer in the negative. I write a model on 

Still in pairs, the students get envelopes of cut up questions. The added difficulty is that the envelopes contain both do and does and they have to decide which one to use. When done, we check the results together. The ss will have to justify their choices. 



	aterials: Do/does worksheet, bb, cut up sentence envelopes. 



	Assessment: Activity 3 is the built in assessment. I’m aiming for 80% correct results. 

	This part of the lesson should take us until breaktime. 


	

	

	bb. From there, we move to negative sentences, again I try to elicit the correct form from the students, then write a model on bb. “They are not drinking coffee, they are drinking Pepsi.” We go around the room until finished.  This should take us to break time. 

	8.  We try to establish when to use the simple present and when to use the present continuous.  I ask them to refresh their memories about what we said about the simple present in the beginning of the class. 
I write the words English, Spanish, Portuguese, Creole, Somali and Arabic on the bb. I ask them think about a sentence about themselves in which they would use “English” and the word for their language, and the two tenses we’ve studied. I’m hoping for “I speak Spanish at home, but right now I am speaking English.” If nobody comes up with it, I’ll give hints. Everyone says their piece, we correct the sentences together.
9. I hand out a new set of people–in-action pictures, one to everyone. Then ss. picks a random verb from a box. Their instructions are to produce one sentence in the present cont. and one in the simple present. We practice together and then they work on their own. “She lives in Somerville. Right now, she’s watching TV at home.” I go and check if anyone needs help. When done, everyone shows their picture and says their sentences. We correct them together. 
10. I hand out a worksheet with a choice of p.c. or s.p. verbs with lots of time clues. We check it together. 

11. They get a similar but longer worksheet as homework. 



	Assessment: Activities 5 and 10 are the assessment for this phase. 

	Materials. poster, 2 sets of pictures, 2 sts verb cards,  2 worksheets

	Wrap Up Reflection: I think 65% of the students will master the structure of the present continuous, and maybe 40%, the difference between the use of the p.c. and the simple present. Definitely at least one more class needs to be devoted to it, and the matter needs to be revisited often in future classes.



