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Paragraph writing (supporting sentences)
	Skill Objective #1 (Students will be able to…)
talk about events using the present prefect


	Frameworks:

 W2.5d


	Content Objective #1 (Students will know that…)
the present perfect connects the past with the present and is formed using ‘have’ or ‘has’ plus the past participle

	Activities

1a. write ‘I moved to Somerville in 2009.’ and ‘I live in Somerville.’ on the board. Ask what is the verb and verb tense in each sentence. Ask the students if they can combine both sentences into one sentence.
b. Discuss the form and use of the present perfect

c. Go over some of the past participles. Have them look at the page in the Level 4 Reference Book with past and past participle forms of verbs. Say the simple verb and have them say the past and the past participle

d. Have them write sentences about themselves in the present perfect about How long they have lived in the U.S.? How long they have lived in their current apartment? How long have they been a student at SCALE? And How long they have worked at their current job?

e. Have them do an exercise where they have to fill in the correct present perfect form of the verb

f. Go over the exercise together

	Materials

Present Perfect exercise sheet; Level 4 Reference Book


	Assessment #1

Check their sentences and exercise sheets


	Wrap Up Reflection

Have you used the present perfect but not known what it was?


	Skill Objective #2 (Students will be able to…)
Identify the main idea more consistently


	Frameworks:

 R1.5a

	Content Objective #2 (Students will know that…)
the main idea is different from a general idea or a detail

	Activities

1a. From a reading in the Six-Way Paragraph, write three sentences on the board and see if the students can identify the main idea, the general idea, and the detail

b. Ask individual students to defend their answers
c. Have students do the reading and answer the questions
d. Go over the answers together
e. Have students do a 2nd reading and answer the questions

f. Have students (in pairs) compare their answers

g. Go over the answers together



	Materials

Two reading from Six-Way Paragraphs


	Assessment #2

Check students answers to first question (main idea, general idea, and detail)


	Wrap Up Reflection

What helps you do better with these readings? What strategies do you use?

	Skill Objective #3 (Students will be able to…)

Write paragraphs with more relevant and fewer irrelevant supporting sentences


	Frameworks:

 W2.5c

	Content Objective #3 (Students will know that…)

Supporting sentences in a paragraph must be relevant (stick to the controlling idea)

	Activities
1a. Review the parts of a paragraph
b. Do an exercise on ‘unity’ of paragraphs. Emphasize the importance of supporting the controlling idea and avoiding irrelevant sentences
c. Go over the answers to the exercises together

d. Students write a paragraph about learning English: start with example on the board (come up with a topic sentence together, outline the supporting sentences, come up with a concluding sentence together), then have them each write a paragraph
e. Collect student paragraphs 



	Materials
Paragraph unity exercise

	Assessment #3
Read students’ paragraphs


	Wrap Up Reflection
Do you know/understand the parts of a paragraph? What can you do to improve your paragraph writing?


