Class: Level 4
                                                                                                                         Teacher:  Laura Brooks

Lesson: Comma Usage

                      Date:  November 2016
              Reading Comprehension (main idea)

              Present Perfect

	Skill Objective #1 (Students will be able to…)

Write with more accurate usage of commas

	Frameworks: 

W1.5a (Explain ideas, opinions, problems, or plans in some detail)

	Content Objective #1 (Students will know that…)

commas are used in a series of 3 or more, before a conjunction when connecting two independent clauses, and after a dependent clause that comes before the independent clause AND that they help the reader.

	Activities
1. Ask students where we use commas to see what they already know

2. Have the students read what is written in the Level 4 Reference Book about comma usage

3. Give students an exercise with sentences missing commas (for each comma they insert, they need to justify it by indicating which rule number from the reference book applies)

4. Go over the exercise together; for each comma they use, ask them to say which rule applies

5. Have students write 5 sentences, one for each rule in the Reference Book

6. I circle and check on students sentences

7. Ask individual students what they are going to do when they get home. Write on the board: “When I get home, _________________.”

Then have another students repeat what they said. Example: “When she gets home, she ___________________.” 

8. Have students write a sentence about what they are going to do when they get home. Review that if the dependent clause comes first they need to use a comma.

	Materials
Level 4 Reference Book and Comma exercise

	Assessment #1
Check exercise and student sentences

	Wrap Up Reflection

Why do we use commas?


	Skill Objective #2 (Students will be able to…)
Identify the main idea more consistently


	Frameworks:

 R1.5a (Read and understand a multi-paragraph, authentic text on a familiar topic support)

	Content Objective #2 (Students will know that…)

the main idea is different from a general idea or a detail

	Activities
1. Review: main idea (M), broad idea (B), and narrow idea (N)
2. Write the three sentences from the “Six-Way Paragraph” reading on the board and have all of the students (in pairs) discuss the three sentences and see if they can agree which is the main idea, which is the general idea, and which is the detail

3. Ask individual students to explain their choices

4. Hand out reading and have students read the passage and answer the questions

5. Go over the answers together



	Materials

 Reading from Six-Way Paragraphs



	Assessment #2

Check students answers to first question (main idea, general idea, and detail)


	Wrap Up Reflection

What reading comprehension strategies do you use?




	Skill Objective #3 (Students will be able to…)

talk about events using the present prefect


	Frameworks:

 W2.5d (Use intermediate grammatical structures)


	Content Objective #3 (Students will know that…)

the present perfect connects the past with the present and is formed using ‘have’ or ‘has’ plus the past participle

	Activities

1. Write ‘I moved to Somerville in 2009.’ and ‘I live in Somerville.’ on the board. Ask what is the verb and verb tense in each sentence. Ask the  

       students if they can combine both sentences into one sentence. Do the same with ‘He came to the U.S. in 2011. He is in the U.S. now.’ and 

      ‘They stopped going to the gym 3 months ago. They don’t go to the gym now.’

2. Discuss (and write on the board) the form and use of the present perfect

3. Go over some of the past participles. Have them look at the page in the Level 4 Reference Book with past and past participle forms of verbs. 

    Say the simple verb and have them say the past and the past participle.

4. Have them write sentences about themselves in the present perfect about How long they have lived in the U.S.? How long they have lived in their current apartment? How long have they been a student at SCALE? And How long they have worked at their current job?

5. Have them do an exercise where they have to fill in the present perfect form of the verb

6. Go over the exercise together

7. Look at the information about the present perfect in the Level 4 Reference Book.

	Materials

Present Perfect exercise sheet; Level 4 Reference Book



	Assessment #3
Check their sentences and exercise sheets


	Wrap Up Reflection

Have you used the present perfect but not known what it was?



