Class: Level D                                                                                                                        Teacher:  Laura Brooks

Lesson: Talking about life in the U.S (present perfect)                
                Date:  November 2016  
               Paragraph Unity
               Main Idea in reading

	Skill Objective #1 (Students will be able to…)
talk about their life with correct usage of the present perfect

	Frameworks: 
S1.5b (Converse at some length on topics of interest)

	Content Objective #1 (Students will know that…)
the present perfect verb tense is used to talk about things that started in the past and continue into the present AND that the present perfect verb tense is formed with ‘have’ or ‘has’ plus the past participle. 

	Activities
1. Write “She  _________________ (move) to the U.S. in 2013. She  ________________ (live) in the U.S. now.” and have the students tell me what goes in the blanks. Then ask if the students can combine the two sentences into one - “She has lived in the U.S. for 3 years.” Do another example: “He  _________________ (start) taking classes at SCALE in September. He  _______________ (verb to be) a student at SCALE now.” and again have the students tell me what goes in the blanks. Then ask if they can combine the two sentences into one – “He has been a student at SCALE since September.”

2. Talk about the present perfect (meaning/usage and form) and how it connects the past with the present. Talk about past participles of regular and irregular verbs. Look in the Level 4 Reference Book.
3. I say a simple verb and the students say the past an past participle.
4. Then have the students (in pairs) ask each other for the past and past participle of irregular verbs while looking at the reference book.

5. Have the students do an exercise with the present perfect where they have to circle “for” or “since”. Have students compare their answers with a partner. Go over the exercise together.
6. Have the students in pairs make sentences about themselves (ex: I have been a student at SCALE for/since ________. I have been/have lived in the U.S. for/since ____________________. I have worked at my current job for/since __________. I have lived in my current apartment for/since __________________.)
7. Have each student try to write at least 3 sentences about themselves using the present perfect.

8. Give students a cloze exercise to practice using the present perfect verb tense and to start learning the past participles.

	Materials
Level 4 Reference Book

Two present perfect exercises

	Assessment #1

Check students’ written sentences, listen to students’ talking, and check students’ exercises

	Wrap Up Reflection
Have you used the present perfect without knowing what it was?


	Skill Objective #2 (Students will be able to…)
Work on paragraph unity

	Frameworks: 
W1.5a (Explain ideas, opinions, problems, or plans in some detail)

	Content Objective #2 (Students will know that…)
it is important (for clarity) to stick with your controlling idea and to not include irrelevant sentences

	Activities
1. In pairs, have the students discuss their successes and challenges with learning English.
2. See if the students can write the 3 parts of the paragraph (which have been previously discussed).
3. Discuss the parts of a paragraph and talk about unity and the importance of no irrelevant sentences.

4. Students do an exercise where they cross out irrelevant sentences

5. Have students each write a topic sentence starting “Learning English …” Get them to think about what their focus (controlling idea) is.
6. Once students have a good topic sentence, they can write the body of the paragraph to support the controlling idea of their topic sentence and end with a concluding sentence

	Materials
Unity exercise

	Assessment #2
Read their paragraphs

	Wrap Up Reflection
What are your paragraph writing challenges?


	Skill Objective #3 (Students will be able to…)
practice identifying the main idea of a reading passage


	Frameworks: R1.5c (Read and understand a multi-paragraph, authentic text on a familiar topic with support)
 


	Content Objective #3 (Students will know that…)
the main idea gives you the best idea of what the passage is about and is neither too specific nor too general


	Activities

1. Review M (main idea), B (broad), and N (narrow) on the board

2. Write the three sentences from the “Six-Way Paragraph” reading
3. Have students discuss in pairs which of the sentences is M, which is B, and which is N and see if they can come to an agreement

4. Have a couple of students give their answers and explain why
5. Give the students the reading to read and answer all comprehension questions
6. Go over the correct answers

7. Repeat the above with a second reading from “Six-Way Paragraphs”

	Materials

Two readings from “Six-Way Paragraphs”


	Assessment #3
Look at the students’ answers


	Wrap Up Reflection
What helps you with reading comprehension?
 


